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Senior Center Reimagined:
Introducing the Center at Belvedere

The Center at Belvedere, Charlottesville, VA: Bushman Dreyfus, Architects, Lifespan Design Studio, Senior Center and Universal
Design Specialists. Photography by Virginia Hamrick.

The evolution of the senior center
industry over the last 15 years has
been nothing short of astounding.
Lifespan Design Studio has actively
participated in the collective reimagining of this important community
resource—and supported an awakening to the vital role that the constructed environment plays in a
senior center’s success. Today,
landmark projects like the recently
completed Center at Belvedere in
Charlottesville, VA are raising expectations, propelling aspirations,
and transforming attitudes.

Senior Center, Inc. was founded
in a small rented space in downtown
Charlottesville, Virginia in 1960, and
in 1991 built the facility that it would
occupy for the next 29 years. Under
the guidance of Executive Director
Peter Thompson since 1999, the
Center’s innovative approach to pro-

gramming caught the attention of
the senior center industry nationwide. As Thompson chaired the
National Institute of Senior Centers’
New Models of Senior Centers Task
Force more than a decade ago, he
was also launching the journey that
would take Senior Center, Inc. to
its new home and identity as The
Center at Belvedere in 2020. Lifespan Design Studio was fortunate
to participate in that journey with
Bushman Dreyfus Architects from
its inception.
While the former Center had been
built primarily for social and recrecreational purposes, they knew
that they needed properly sized
and appointed spaces for physical,
vocational, and intellectual programs, along with inviting “third
places” (neither home nor work)
where people could connect and

unwind. Recognizing the mismatch
between the limited and generic
spaces that comprised their facility
and the mounting demand for high
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quality amenities and experiences,
Senior Center Inc. set out to
imagine a new setting where its
programs and membership could
expand and thrive.
Since The Center receives no
government funding, earned income
is vital to round out their primarily
philanthropic revenue funding
model. This imperative was a key
driver in planning the new facility.

Fitness Amenities
Although the Charlottesville community offers multiple options for
fitness, the Center recognized an
untapped market for affordable
aging-friendly fitness classes and
amenities. They understood that
(in addition to being vital to their
wellness-focused mission) fitness
classes offer a compelling opportunity for attracting new members
and generating essential revenue.
The inclusion of properly sized and
appointed exercise and equipped
fitness studios in a dedicated
fitness/wellness “wing” allowed the

Greenberry’s Café
The decision to incorporate a wellknown and respected small scale
café franchise within the Center was
a precedent-breaking move that the
senior center industry has been
dreaming of and moving toward for
years. Strategically positioned at the
building’s main entrance on the
edge of the generously sized lobbylounge, Greenberry’s offers a warm
and enticing welcome to the entire
community.

And much more

Center to hire a full-time fitness
coordinator with the appropriate
certifications. This in turn is building
new fitness programs – including
personal training, which is both a
mission plus and a revenue generator. The long-term vision for the
Center incorporates a 15,000
square foot addition with a gym
and elevated walking track. Future
fitness/wellness-focused outdoor
amenities include pickle ball courts,
a labyrinth, and exercise lawn.

The Center’s exemplary Travel
Services program was given a
professional caliber home to continue to grow and thrive in a highprofile Travel Center. Rental space
purpose-built for their health partner
Sentara Family Medicine further
supports the Center’s mission while
engaging a broader segment of the
community and providing a stable
revenue stream.
The remainder of the 48,000 square
foot building is comprised of assembly and performance space, meeting
rooms, and studios sized, equipped,
and furnished to accommodate an
exceptionally diverse and constantly

changing roster of programs. All
are thoughtfully arranged along
generous corridors and lounges that
invite you to arrive early, stay late,
and enjoy the company of others.
Learn more about the Center at
https://thecentercville.org

